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In a very real sense, Mr. Irvis spent his life working
to get people to speak the same language—know-
ing that once they were speaking they would be bet-
ter positioned to confront common problems and
work together to create a better, more just society.
He was a lifelong leader in the struggle against
society’s bars to equal access and opportunity. He
led by publicly proclaiming his own belief in the
worth of every individual and in the bonds of
human fellowship. He believed in the power of edu-
cation—nboth as a key to individual improvement
and as the great equalizer in American society. His
effectiveness as an advocate was enhanced by his
passionate, but always well reasoned, oratory. He
cared about other people, and that caring shaped
both his public and his private life.

K. Leroy Irvis, on his way to the top of the Pennsylvania legislature, meeting with
President Jimmy Carter and First Lady Rosalynn Carter

Long before he was taken from us by the ravages of cancer, the poet Irvis wrote, “I am sick of an old sickness, weary of an
old pain.” In yet another poem titled “A Friend Dies,” he wrote,

So, let the heart be still.

Let all pain disappear.

Let fear fade and be forever gone.

Death comes always as a stillness, a quiet.
Death comes always as a friend.

It is almost as if he were reaching out through a poem written years ago to comfort us today.

In a handwritten note also penned some years ago and now a part of his archives, Speaker Irvis left a brief passage that
captured much of the tenor of his expansive, committed, optimistic approach to life. “Thank you for the dawn of this new day,”
he said. “Make my mind open and receptive to the good that each experience and challenge holds for me. My positive attitude
will make this day one of accomplishment and joy.”

Those privileged to know Speaker Irvis always were impressed by his dignity, his character, and his determination. His life,
marked by high achievement and broad impact, helped create for each of us the dawn of a new day. We and generations to
come shall remember, continue to benefit from, and celebrate his rich and lasting legacy. Hopefully, each of us can find ways
to add to that legacy, as well. In that way, we would do real honor to the life and memory of this extraordinary man.
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